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December 11, Unified Year 1925 
Off the Coast of Wiengenberg 


Imperial Northern Sea Fleet, 
Second Fleet 
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OPEN FIRE 
WHEN THE 
CRUISERS 





REMAINING 
IN REGADONIAN 
OTHER BOATS, 
WORDS, GIVEN THE 


UNDER 
COVER OF 
NIGHT, 
IT'LL BE 
EXTREMELY 
DIFFICULT 
TO CAPTURE 


MULTIPLE 
WE TORPEDO 
HAVENO BOATS. 
CHOICE AT FOUR 
I\ aurro_ ovctockts 
A CONTINUE 
iD PIRINGH! 


WHITE SILVER 
MENTIONED 
WHAT MUST 

HAVE BEEN... 


THAT LITTLE 

THING ISN'T 
ASLOOP ORA 

CORVETTE. 


IT 
MIGHT 
JUST 
GE... 


wl 

DIVERSION 
70 ALLOW 
THE FLEET 
70 ESCAPE 

70 AN 

ALLIED 

NATION. 





I CAN'T 
BELIEVE 
WHITE 
SILVER 
: HANDED 
ea THIS 
ACHIEVE- 
FROM MENT TO 
NOW ON, 
THE WAR | (ge 
+ WILL BE situa- |4 
INFLUENCED TION... 


ie 


Evidently,” 
much plannin, 
Not only was the 
fous Republic’s 
vy possibly waiting 
pe for them, but the 
fag §=Commonwealth’s 


Mzeas even performing 
ri exercises nearby. 
wea 


RUGADONIAN TLEET 





NORTHERN 
SEAFLEET 


It was only 
natural that the 
Empire would 

abandon the 


RETURNING 


TO THE 
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fee ta, er 
2 Imperial Central 
| Army Headquarters |, 


SI 

















i“ Service Corps if , 
> (\ Staff Ke 





a WIENGEN- 
+ ENTENTE - 7 c c BERG. 


ALLIANCE 
SHIPS 
ESCAPE? 


SHOULD 
HAVE 
BEEN A 


ACHIEVE- 
MENT. 


+ THE 
GAP IN 
STRENGTH 
WAS SUCH 
THAT A 
POWERFUL 
BLOW 
AGAINST 
THE ENEMY 


THOUGH 





I'M 
SURE THE 
NORTHERN 
SEA FLEET 


ENEMY BUT 
OFFERED THE 
CREDIT TO 
THE NAVY. 










+ THE 
NORTHERN 
SEA FLEET 
FUMBLED 


THE 
HANDOFF. 






I DON'T 
..THAT WANT TO 
IT WOULD BE RIGHT. ALL THe BELIEVE 
CONSTRUCTIVE FLEET'S = 
TO LEARN ACTIONS 
FROM THESE WERE JUST 
MISTAKES A WASTE 
AND ADJUST OF HEAVY 
THE NAVY'S oll... 
DOCTRINE. 


titer gp 








THEY 
MADE 
CONTACT 


TWICE 
THE 203°" 

AERIAL Mace DESFITE 
FLEET OF BATTALIONS |, 0HE 
WARSHIPS SEARCHING HORRIBLE 
IS NOTHING SKILLS ARE . 

BUT A 
SPECK IN 
WIDE-OPEN 
WATER... 


UNLESS 
You 
SIDES CONTROL 


OF A 

wITS MARITIME 

IMPOSSIBLE AREA... 
TO SEIZE 
ENEMY 
SHIPS. 





\}g Posten to WKS 


THE MAGIC 
SERVICE 
BRANCH IS 
SADLY ALWAYS 
SHORT OF 
PERSONNEL. 


(= FR 


Jig HY 
ALTHOUGH [<< 
IT SHRUNK Ws 
AFTER ITS Vane / 

MEMBERS | 


UNIT, 
i) CORRECT? 




















Ol IS 
INCIDENT. 
WHAT 
BO You 
THINK? 










veeI'D LIKE 
TO INVITE 

AND SOMEONE 
HAVE THEM NEARBY WITH 
DIRECT AN /NSTRUCTOR 











OPERATION UNIT } 
WITH THE EXPERIENCE |i 
MARINE oo | 


MAGES... 


+ CLOSEST 
FORMER 
INSTRUCTOR 
UNIT 


MEMBER—? 

























SHE EVEN 





















THe 203" CONSTANTLY 
BATTALION PREACHES 
HERSELF, SO ABOUT THE 
HER ABILITY IMPORTANCE 
HAS BEEN OF EDUCA- 


PROVEN. 


- IF THIS 
+261 : Z EXERCISE 
Have 6 OSI a WITH THE 
sTAKEA = MAJOR [> JNIS= Lait NAVY GOES 
ROLE IN DEGUIRE- Migut WELL... 
TRAINING CHAFF... 4 NoT BE 
uP NEW ‘ BADE 
RECRUITS 3 
ON THE 
FRONT 
LINES. 


GENERAL, 
YOURE 
TOO NICE 


IT'LL BE 
LIKE A 
LITTLE 

CHRISTMAS: 

PRESENT. 





































































































“White Silver” 
Major Tanya von Degurechaff 


Co 
sisi “ke Bona ion 
of Ac 





ACCOLINTI! 


+ AND THEN 
EXACERBATED 
UNNECESSARY 

FRICTION WITH THE 
COMMONWEALTHII! 


THEIR FAILURE 
1S A PRODUCT OF 
THE IMPERIAL 
NAVY'S AMATEUR 
SEARCH SKILLS... 


vee SHOVED 
4J08L 
COULON 'T 00 
ONTO THE 
NAVY AND 
FLED BEFORE 
THE ENEMY... 





QU WY" 


#0! 
COULD IT 
LET THIS 
THERE ‘warren Qs) 
PATCHING ="? 
P THIS 
BLUNDER ‘ 
4/ 


Ss - 





> ED 
- BY NG % 
B SQUAD...!! 
> k 


ane 


4 
ei 
I AA. 

als we! 


> 

















"AS SUCH, 
WE ARE 
SENDING 


LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL 


LERGEN... 





DELIVERING 
REPORT? 

















AT 

ses STAFF AT 

DELIVER THE 

Resuits CENTRAL |, 
24 ts 


F A 
IMPORTANT 
DECISION... 


4460 
GET YOUR 


AFFAIRS 
IN ORDER 
AND STAND 
BY AT THE 
GARRISON.” 











A SUMMARY ix..\( 
“COURT- 2 
MARTIAL VIA A’ 


Py) 


) YS MEDIATE OFFICER 
AV ExecluTION VISIT... 


Ox 


Ege 


t 





pt 












COLONEL 
LERGEN 


REALLY BEEN 
CAUSING ALL 
SORTS OF 

TROUBLE 
FOR HIM. 













TLt FACE IT WOLILD BE Orie 
ae rs COWARDLY TO CERTAIN 
SOLDIER, APPEAL TO HIS YET, 

















CONSCIENCE 
wal THE USING THIS 
WORST- YOLING BODY. 

CASE 
SCENARIO, 
I CAN USE 


THE TYPE 


CATaN) 
“rene 


q y 





One Day Ago at the Imperial Capital 
Imperial Army 
General Staff Office 


MAJOR 
DEGURE- 


THE JOINT Fg 


EXERCISE WITH 

THE woRTHERN — SATTALION 
SEA FLEET, 
THEY'LL BE 

TRANSFERRED 

0 THE RHINE 


IF ITS 


wl '0 RATHER AN ORDER, 


NOT HAVE 
ANYTHING TO 
20 WITH THAT 


—AND $0, 
COLONEL 
LERGEN... 


I WANT you 
70 6E THE 
MESSENGER 
AND GIVE 
HER THE 













ONE IS: 
THAT THE 203” 
MAY BE UNDER 

WATCH BY OTHER 

COUNTRIES. 












50 THIS 
1S AN ANTI- 
ESPIONAGE 
MEASURE? 



















wu THAT INTELL 
THE ALBION GENCE 

COMMONWEALTH GAVE LISA 

ww ARE PUTTING, ONO THE WARNING... 


consiveRaste UNIFIED STATES 


EFFORT INTO MAGE SPECIFICALLY 
INTELLIGENCE. iad 


WE COULD 
USE THAT TO 
BAIT THEM... 


wn THEY 
WOULD FIND 
OUT WHERE 
THE EMPIRE 
INTENDS TO 
PuLe OFF 
THE NEXT 
IF THEY 
OSFJORD. \ 4 LEARNED OF 


THE 2039'S 


POSITION 
THROUGH AN 
INTERCEPTED 





INDEED 
FORGET. 


THE FACT 
THAT AN ELEVEN- 
YEAR-OLD GIRL CAN 
WITHSTAND THAT 
ENVIRONMENT 1S 
NOTHING SHORT 
OF A MIRACLE, 


CAN ONLY 
WITHSTAND /T 
S BECAUSE SHE'S 
= A MONSTER 
= WEARING AN 
D  ELEVEN-YEAR- 
OLD GIRL'S 
CLOTHES, 


Mi ' 4 
qi} i ll, «lhl 





























ALTHOUGH THE 
NORTHERN SEA 
FLEETS LACK 
OF SKILL... 








CHANGED 
SINCE THE 
WAR COLLEGE 
SCREENING. 


(\ DON'T 
HAVE TO 
oY > HIDE IT. 
YOU GAVE J\ 4 "4 ANE 
HER ADVICE =\ THAT 
THAT WAS FAR PRIOR TO 
700 PERSONAL ge A.. 


10 BE MERELY 


TLL TELL 
ll YOU RIGHT 
IMPRESSION NOW... 
OF MAJOR 
DEGURE- 

















we THAT 
ALLOWS YOU 
70 HAVE SUCH 
A FAVORABLE 





mt il ili i HI iia 












SEE MAJOR 
DEGURECHAFF'S 
OPINIONS ON 
PAPER... 
wd ENVISION A 
CONSCIENTIOUS 
STAFF OFFICER... 












Ok A 
YOUNGER 
GENERATION, 




































"IF HER AGE 
1S WHAT'S 
BOTHERING 











HER AS IF 
SHE'S THE 
SAME AGE 





YOU'RE 


GONG I HEARD 
TO SEE WE WERE 
MAJOR ON THE 
DEGURE- SAME 
CHAFF, TRAIN. 


I NEED TO 
TRANSFER 
AND HEAD 
uP TO 
NORDEN... 




















WOULD 
YOU PLEASE 
DELIVER THIS. 
TO HER FOR 
ME? 


THEY'RE 
PRACTI- 
CALLY 
BLACK- 
MARKET 

PLEASE GOODS, 
WEEP IT So... 
ANONY- 
mous. 













MAJOR 
DEGURECHAFF 


LOST HER 
PARENTS IN 
THE WAR AND 
WAS BROUGHT 
UP IN AN 

ORPHANAGE. 


THINKING 
ABOUT IT 
NOW... 


sell 'S 
ALMOST AS 
RR 1E TIME HAS 
pee 4 STOPPED. 
HER BODY xg 
HASN'T é : 
DEVELOPED 
AT ALL THESE 
PAST THREE 
YEARS, 





AS A RESULT 
OF BEING 
RAISED IN THIS 
+ HER bas UNNATURAL 
SITUATION ENVIRONMENT 
1S VASTLY CALLED WAR... 
OIFFERENT 
FROM THAT 
OF A NORMAL 
CHILD'S, 


+eHOW 

IS /T 

THAT 

tee EVEN 

NARROW WITH 

SHOUL- YOUR... 
DERS 


FRONTLINE 
ACTION? 


















WHAT'S 
WITH... 






~ THAT % 
> COMPASSIONATE = 
$ LOOKIN? 





HE'S ONE 
OF THE FEW |* 
PEOPLE WHO 
UNDER- 
STAND 
ME... 






FOR MYSELF 
) THE To 

TROUBLE SLAME 
IVE ue 
CAUSED 
HIM, 













IT SEEMS 
ALMOST AS 
/F THIS WAR- 
MONGER /S 
REFLECTING 
ON HER 
ACTIONS... 


SHE WISHES SHE 
HAD OBLITERATED 
THE ENEMY 
HERSELF INSTEAD 
OF YIELDING THE 
ACHIEVEMENT TO 
THE NORTHERN 
SEA FLEET. 








WOULD 
THINKIL! 







ii Mh i hi | ( VS i | 


HIS FACE 








=e 

Vee 
| <7 
ZZ by 





OF COURSE, 
I CAN'T SAY 
IT WON'T BE 
A HASSLE 


«BUT IT'S 
MOSTLY A 
FORMALITY. 


























JUST 









IT'S ONLY LIFE, I 










HOW MUCH WORKED 
NATURAL FOR AN 
+1 CAUSING pened ORGANIZATION = ‘NHR. 
FOR COLONEL summspy 70 EXPEL THE 
LERGEN AND COURT- INEPTS... 





THE GENERAL 
STAFF? MARTIAL... 










oA 
CHANCE TO} 
RESTORE [ 


NOBODY 
WOULD'VE 
ASKED ANY 
MORE OF 
you, 


SUCCEEDED 
IN LOCATING 











I'M NOT 
IMPLYING: 
ANYTHING 





THERE'S THIS. 
_ PERFECTION/ST 


THAT 
ONLY CAN'T 
GOD OR “ge 
THE DEVIL 
WOULD BE 
MISSION. STAFFER OF ) CAPABLE 
THE SAME OF THATI! 
AGE. 





OPPORTUNITY 
PRESENTS 
ITSELF, TLL 
MAKE SURE 

NOT A SINGLE PAS OX 

SHIP IS LEFT. oS 


a 





ARE YOU 
5 SATISFIED 
HE'S EVEN NOW, YOU 
GOING TO BAT WARMONGER 
FOR ME WITH wed lL? 
THE HIGHER- 
UPS..AN? 





THERE EVEN IF WE 
‘SHOULD COVER UP MY 
BE SOME FAILURE... 
PUNISHMENT 
70 SET AN 
EXAMPLE, 





CONTRIBUTE 
TO THE 
FLEET'S 
EFFORTS... 


NORTHERN 
SEA FLEET 
IS PLANNING A 
WAR GAME. 








Ht 


HERE'S A 
FAREWELL 
PRESENT 
+.FROM 
ANONY~- 








ra 


5 IMPLIES 








WELL, 








LoD IT 
Pas SOMEHOW 
NESS’ ae 
GENERAL sake Yo. eS) 
ZETTOUR 44 
SHOVES ~ 
|_| we mosT pO q 
[| ANnovive A 
JOBS ONTO 


ME. 


IT'S NOT 
-THAT I 
DESPISE. 


) WHEN IT. 
[LOOKS LIKE 
SHE HOPES, | 
| FOR PEACE) 


™ 
Viene we [ FRAME AND 
RUMORS PRETTY. 
SHE'S A 5 | FEATURES. 


VAMPIRE. 








+1 SHE AND 
HER TROOPS 
ARE ON OUR 


AS LONG 
AS THE TIP 
OF HER 


SPEAR ISN'T 





f 
ii] 


eerie 
i ly 


Ee 


i) | oe 
| ia K a 











ey friend 
Lieutenant 
Colonel 


and the 
message he 
brought from 
the General 
Staff was 
a standard 
notice. 


but 
someone Ar There’s the 


«like General higher Et RS. 4 court-martial 
Zellour, has up in \ SOC cua /) coming up... 
arranged the Central... , ’ 

outcome. 





I DON'T 
HAVE MUCH 
j EXPERIENCE 


| rr’s WITH THIS 


WAS THE UNBECOMING SORT OF 


DISCLISSION Ww J UX OF SOMEONE THING. 
THAT THIS YOUNG 
IMPORTANT? — fi \ / } TO BE SO 
\ ( // N me) 


THAT'S 
WHY I HAD 
EVERYONE 
STAND BY IN 

















SOUNDS 
COMPLI- 





By 
THE END, 
Me FACE 





























GoT ALL 
1 Just 
You HoPE | Smee s 
MIGHT DIDN'T 
FIND OuT MAKE A 
WHAT THIS weieD 
IS LIKE IN IMPRESSION. 
A FEW ‘i 


wLIEU- YEARS 








. BUT HERE, 
THE HIGHER- 
UPS ARE 


LENIENT AND 
WILLING TO 


yOu 
DON'T GET TO 
CHOOSE YOUR 
SUPERIOR IN 


BEING BLESSED F 


WITH A GOOD 
ONE /S RARE. 


IN Mi 
PREVIOUS |, 
LIFE... 


PERFORMERS 
QUIT THE 
COMPANY... 











GOOD 
WORK. 






































+ BUT IT 
WAS A MISTAKE 
TO DAMAGE A 
SHIP THAT THE 
COMMONWEALTH 
INSISTS ISN'T A 
PART OF THEIR 
MILITARY. 





WE 
WEREN'T 
ABLE TO 

ACCOMPLISH 

MUCH AS A 
BATTALION 
OFF THE 
COAST OF 
NORDEN. 





you ALL 
FOUGHT 
HARD, SO 
IT GOES 
WITHOUT 
SAYING 
THAT IT'S 
NOT YOUR 
FAULT... 





+60 IT'S 
DEEPLY 
REGRETTABLE 
TO HAVE 
POSSIBLY 
CONTRIBUTED 
TO THAT 
FRICTION. 


STAFF— AND 
EVEN THE 
EMPIRE 
ITSELF— 
EXPECT 
MUCH FROM 


STILL, THE 
EMPIRE HAS 
ALWAYS BEEN 
A POTENTIAL 
ENEMY OF 
THEIRS... 


EVERYONE 
KNOWS 
THE ALBION 


<1 COMMONWEALTH 


IS A NEUTRAL 


RECEIVED 
AN OFFICIAL 
MESSENGER 
FROM THE 

GENERAL 

STAFF AT 

CENTRAL. 





ay 


NOW IS OUR 
CHANCE FOR 
ATONEMENT. 





I MUST TAKE 
MY MILITARY 
OBLIGATIONS 
3 e EVEN MORE 
I WOULD SERIOUSLY 
NEVER DREAM 
OF MEDDLING 
WITH A NEUTRAL 
COUNTRY SUCH 
AS THE ALBION 
COMMONWEALTH. 


AND 
WHEN THE 
TIME COMES, 
WE'LL HAVE 
TO PULL THE 
TRIGGER 
WITHOUT 


WE MAY BE 
HEADED TO 
PURGATORY 


SOLDIER'S 
MAIN JOB 1S 
CONQUEST. 









LET'S 
SHOW THEM 
THAT WE'LL 

SINK OUR 
TEETH INTO 
ANY ENEMY 
THAT COMES 

OUR WAY. 


YOU'RE 
QUITE 
RIGHT. 


wlT 
WOULD BE 
DANGEROUS TO 
MISREAD HER 
INTENTIONS. 


WE NEED 
TO PROVE 
THAT WE'RE 
SUPERIOR 
WATCHD0GS. 


DON'T 
YOU AGREE, 
LIEUTENANT? 
























HON 


Whaat ne”, 
‘ Mn q 5 


MEAN 
vou wANT BAST? 
To Go 
AT IT WITH 
ILDOA AND 













FOLLOW you 
ANYWHERE, 
COMMANDER 
























BUT FIRST, 
bi eyyat WE'RE GOING 
es TO PLAY A 
LITTLE GAME 


BETTER OF MARINE 


ABOUT THE 
ONLY GOOD 
NEWS, 
WE 
SHOULD 


MISSION 


+ AND BID 
LAST AS 
FAREWELL = Fong’ag 


TO THE 
FRONTLINE POSSIBLE 
ARMY 
MEALS. 






























































































































































January 18, Unified Year 1926 
Imperial Navy, Northern Sea Fleet’s 
Exercise Area 



























203"4 Aerial Mage Battalion 


IK, dogg 


- 
Q 
a \ 






GETINTO |... 
BOARDING . 
ASSAULT TV). 























hi 


\ ne 


WILL BARELY 
TAKE ANY 


++:AND 
THE MAJOR 
POWERS, 
THE EMPIRE 
INCLUDED, 
TENDED TO 
OISCOUNT 
THEM. 


7O THINK 
THAT THEY'D 
EVEN FIRE LOW- 
VELOCITY MOCK 
FORMULAS 
LIKE THIS. 


THE 203° 
EMPLOYS 


BUT SINCE 
THEY DON'T 
CONTRIBUTE 
70 A DIRECT 

ATTACK... 


+ BODILY 
CONTROL 
AN? FLIGHT 
FORMULAS 
WERE DEEMED 
HIGHER 
PRIORITY... 





WAS 
ABLE TO 
ACHIEVE 
SOUaNeeD 
MAGIC 
COMBAT 
WITH 
DECOYS. 


wetINOER THE 
COMMAND OF 
MAJOR VON 

DEGURECHAFF 


eS = 
ee 
eee es 


ZERO DEATHS 
| IMPRESSIVE * 
y q FEAT 


IN ITSELF. 


EVEN IF 
WE CAN USE 
DECOYS ON 
sel LL A TACTICAL 
“fl LEVEL... 


wn MAGES 

AS AN ARM 
OF THE 

MILITARY ARE 
MATURE. 


sn HAVE 
BEEN 
EMPLOYED 
By MAGIC 
USERS 
SINCE 
ANTIQUITY, 
BUT... 





WEVER, 
THE 203°% 
AERIAL MAGE 

TTALION... 










SO SHE 
HAD SOME 
FORESIGHT, 
THEN. 
















SEE THROUGH 
DECOYS AS 
A SCREENING 
CRITERION WHEN 
FORMING HER 
BATTALION. 





CHILDREN 

POSSESS 

IT's ADAPTABLE 

EASY TO THINKING. 

FORGET, COULD BE 
DUE TO 












WE'RE AT 

WAR. ALL 
MANNER OF 
sap, MBSURDITIES 
SA Wn Bef ELEVEN. 
i's \ 


Wis <I 


MAJOR VON 
DEGURECHAFF * 
BOASTS THAT 


THERE'S IS THIS WeNE WIPED 
NO ONE IN REALLY ee 
HER UNIT OAM? 
WHO WOLILD THoss 

BE SHOT 

DOWN BY 

ONE OF 














TRUE. 








TARGET 
LosTu 


THEY 
DISAP- 
PEARED 


ff 
NA ih 





Lt! 


a 
ai 
TE? 


NO; 
OCCUPIED, 
COME 
STAR- 
BOARDIN 


CONFUSION 
ON THE 
DECK TURNS 
OUT TO BE A 
TRICK. 


INCOMING 
ON THE 
STARBOARD 


- /$ $0 
». || PATHETIC. /) 
“| IS/TA 

TRAP? 
























THINK OF 
THE DAYS Si woe 
Has Lire WHEN WE 


THE 
HAD THE FORM AN 
UNDER SECOND 
mibitary SKULL FLAG ASSAULT FRioce 
etiquette FLYING. 














WITH 
Jk HAL HOW MAGES? 


T HAVEN'T 
FELT MY 
HEART RACE 
LIKE THIS 
IN AGES. 


ITTLES 
AND FIRING 
FORMULAS... 





S0/7 WASN'T 
AGAINST " WRONG, PER 
ANY OTHER ry s& SE, FOR THE 
COUNTRY'S: Y oa 0 TO THINK NORTHERN 
MAGES, THEY THEY STOOD SEA FLEET 
MIGHT HAVE... A CHANCE MARINES... 
THAT WAY. 


| ..BLIM/INATING 


WEAKNESSES. 








7 Sl pee 
v 
+ 
! 





Z7, ~~ c 


WSR 
Ky JES 





STAHAHS] 


ATYPICAL 
ve TRYING COMPLTATION 
TO PROCESS ORB CAN GET 
MULTIPLE OVERLOADED... 
FORMULAS 
AT ONCE. 


WELL, IF 
WE'RE THIS 
USE YOUR BLUNCHED UP, 
MOBILITY! IT'S NO USE, 


VANGUARD 
TROOPS, 


KEEP 
PUSHING!! 















WU aif," my 















Ne! 
\ 


y? 





eo THEY'RE 
MAJOR : oO) CONFUSED!! 


VON fy yy 

DEGURE- -—l) 7 

OR o UNE 1 aa) 

| AROUND all 
BEHIND || |) 


THEM! wy 4 


suwiTt WE'RE 
MO! PIN- 
CERED i 
1? 
q 





Valle? 


"y 
Nie 













LET'S TAKE 
ADVANTAGE 
OF THE 
PANIC AND 
CAPTURE 


HA 
HOW HA 
REALIsTIC— HA 
THey Get !! 
PRACTICE 


JUMPING 


THE 
BRIDGE! SUIP!T 


\ 
E 

\ wv 
O 
“ 
6 
H 
” 





mason von KS 
DEGURECHAFF, @ 


THAT'S 
ENOUGHIL GA 
THE 


EXERCISE = 
18 OVER 
774 






































IT 
swALL HE TOOK é . 
HADTO +» STILL 
KEEP UP i) NO FLARE 
WITH THE / ve OX FROM THE 
2036 x | UMPIRE. 
IT WAS PACE. 
REPORTED 
THAT HE 
PASSED 
OUT DURING 
THE HAND- 
TO-HAND 
FIGHT. 




















THEY 
WERE 
EVEN 
FIGHTING 
ON THE 
THERE 
MUST BE SHIP. 
SO MUCH 
INTERIOR 
| DAMAGE... 





THE 
EXERCISE 
1S OVER 
—" 


wTHEY Vo 
SLIPPED THINK 
PASTAIR 
INTERCED- 
TION BY A 
STATE-OF- 
THE-ART 
IMPERIAL 
BATTLESHIP 





SIMPLY 
IMAGINING 
THIS AS 
A REAL 
BATTLE 
GIVES ME 
CHILLS. 


THE NAVY 
SEEMS 
ESPECIALLY 
IGNORANT. 














THERE'S 
NOTHING AS: 
CIVILIZED 


AND THE 
NAVY'S 
BEANS 

REALLY ARE 

BETTER 





se ONLY GET 
ALLOWED IN THE, 
P70 BRING pnb chap 
THEIR OWN 
RATIONS. 





HOW 
page SUuB- 
YW) | ON a numanity — LIME. 
en oe — ; “TENDS TO BE 
MAYBE I { 7 ¢ LACKING ON THE 
= SHOULD VE FN | yay: BATTLEFIELD, 
"BROUGHT THE...\ $0 YOU REALLY™ 
CHOCOLATE 177 NEED. MEALS 


I RECEIVED, $ OF PLENTY. 
LAST WEEK, ? 














LET'S 
REVIEW THE 
FULL-FLEET 
ANTI-AERIAL 

MAGE, 


AY ° } ITI-AIR, 
QUARTERS y~ a 


EXERCISE. 





»ANTI- 
AERIAL MAGE 
TRAINING 
PARTICULARLY 
VALUABLE. 


CHANCE TO 
PRACTICE 
FIGHTING 


ALL RIGHT. 
FIRST, 
CAPTAIN GRAN 
HAD SOME 
COMPLAINTS 
REGARDING... 


I THINK WE 
CAN SAY THAT 
THIS WAS A 
MEANINGFUL 
EXERCISE. 


you 
OPERATED 


WE 
APPRECIATE 
THE 
ASSISTANCE 
OF THE 
ELITE 203F° 
BATTALION. 











BLUNT, YOU 
ANNIHILATED: 
us. 


TAKEN ALL 
KINDS OF 


THE CREW 
IS MAKING 
PROMPT 
REPAIRS. 
THERE'S 
REALLY NO 
BETTER 
TRAINING. 





I GUESS 
I SHOULD 
APOLOGIZE. 


OUR MOST 
uRGeNT | 

TASK IS TO 

REEVALUATE 
OUR ANTI- 
AIR FIRE. 


WE DIDN'T : 
EVEN GRAZE | 
THE INCOMING 

Ges. [S 









































A 

| | y MAJOR VON 
\| yy DEGURECHAFF, 
iy 


DO YOU HAVE 
ate ANY SUGGES- 
TIONS FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 
I BELIEVE THE \ FROM THE 
, FUNDAMENTAL I) ATTACKING 
PROBLEM IS - ' | SIDE? 
A LACK OF ) 
FIREPOWER, 

























I DON'T 




















BELIEVE 
++ BARRAGE ANYTHING 
OF ANTI-AIR BESIDES A 

FIRE CAN 
PREVENT AN 
APPROACH. 
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WE NEED GUN AIR <| 
EMPLACEMENTS JASE DEFENSE. 
ARRANGED IN 


HEDGEHOG FORM 
WITH BOTH 37-MM 
AUTOCANNONS AND 

105-MM GUNS. 





I STRONGLY 
RECOMMEND 
BUILDING A 


MULTILAYERED 
INTERCEPTION 
NET. 


705-mm guns 
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BEAT? 






















I SAY THIS 
WITH THE 
AUTHORITY 
OF SOMEONE 
WHO HAS 
SEEN MANY 
AN AIR 
BATTLE... 















BUT THE 
WHEN — PAY WILL 


FIGHTER COME... 
PLANES FULL 
OF TORPEDOES 
WILL TAKE 
OUT EVEN 
THE LARGEST 
BATTLESHIPS 
IN A SINGLE 
Dive. 











T 


SHOULDN'T 
GET AHEAD 
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REST OF 
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EMPIRE... 





THE WORLD. 





BUT GIVEN 
THAT WE'RE 
NOT LIKE THE 
UNITED STATES 
IN MY PREVIOUS 
LIFE, THAT 
PROBABLY 
WOULDN'T GO 
VERY WELL. 
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THIS 1S 
THE KIND OF 
THING I CAN 
ACCOMPLISH 

WHEN THE 
HIGHER-UPS 
TRUST ME!! 
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WHITE 
SILVER HAS 
SUCH ZEAL 
FOR EVEN 
THE FINEST 
DETAILS, 


«.-l0 officially 
transfer the 
203" Aerial 

Mage Battalion 
to the Rhine. 


following 

week, the 
General Staff 

decided... 
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tinue Firing 


During this exchange, the Imperial Navy was forced to fire with main guns 
ind secondary guns in combination with torpedoes. 


* Instructor Unit 


A unit back in the home country that works on equipment and tactical 

" esearch as well as the education of other units. Given the nature of the job, 
it’s made up of instructors from the academy, aces back from the front lines, 
and other highly skilled veterans. 

As an elite unit, the instructor unit is issued excellent gear, but since their 
‘mission is to improve the overall army’s quality from the rear, they only get 
Sent to the front lines as a very last resort. 

After receiving the Silver Wings Assault Badge early in the war in Norden, 
Major von Degurechaff worked with the Combat Instructor Squad, assisting 
in the development of the Elinium Type 95. But once the Republic joined the 
Jight, the worsening war situation meant she was sent to the Rhine lines. 


Execution by Firing Squad 


The highest punishment in the army and most common method of 
"execution. Guns are useful for summary executions that follow summary 
judgments because there is always one lying around. Eventually, death by 
firing squad became seen as the way to execute a soldier, to the point that in 
‘order to show contempt for war criminals, they are sometimes executed by 
other means. 

There are a wide variety of offenses that result in getting shot. Aside from 
revolting, fleeing in the face of the enemy, or espionage, crimes such as 
teaching the enemy or guiding them over terrain, preventing an army advance 
in order to benefit the enemy, or even wailing and moaning in a loud voice 
before the enemy are grounds for punishment. Additionally, starting a war 
with a foreign country without a commander’s permission also gets capital 
punishment, so Major von Degurechaff’s fear of execution isn’t so far-fetched. 


Much Success 
Usually, when someone wishes a soldier much success, they’re only hoping 
Jor it; it’s not like they offer any concrete assis 
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| ‘Fix Bayonets 


Attaching a bayonet to the end of one’s gun’s barrel for hand-to-hand combat. 

There are various ways to equip them depending on the type of gun and era, 
but the bolt-action rifle Imperial troops use has a shaft on the underside of the 
muzzle where the handle of the blade can be inserted. 

Before submachine guns, bayonets made frequent appearances in close- 
| quarters fights. The real-world rifle closest to what Tanya and her troops equip, 
» the Mauser G98, had a 500 mm blade and was expected to be a commonly used 

weapon in bayonet charges. After its run in the trenches, however, its length 
was cut to 250 mm. The reasoning was thought to be that bayonets couldn’t 
Stand up to heavy weaponry and that a shorter blade would make it easier to 
‘move in the trenches. 

But perhaps because the bayonets were still too long in the trenches, it was 


common to use knives, clubs, shovels, or even helmets as weapons. 


Hand-to-Hand Combat 


The Japanese word for hand-to-hand combat, or hakuhci, indicated a 
narrower range of close-quarters fighting that utilized bladed weapons like 
swords and spears, but these days, it includes any sort of combat used to defeat 
an enemy at close range, including with grenades or submachine guns. 

' Furthermore, the word hakuhei (which is made up of the characters 
for “white” and “soldier”) refers to the bladed weapons, not the soldiers 
themselves. 

Hand-to-hand battles have been occuring since the age of cavalry charges, 
but ever since the tactic of suppressive fire with artillery or machine guns 
became the norm, they only really happen in trenches or between mages. Since 
face-to-face killing causes mental stress, it’s to be avoided. 


Umpire 


The person in charge of overseeing and directing the war game. In the case 

of a large exercise, assistants are added to create a unit. 
They have the authority to control the proceedings and make judgment calls, 
)) and in the case of a tactical education game, they give feedback to personnel 
after the exercise is over. Given the leadership and practical decision-making 
Skills necessary, the position is usually filled by a veteran mid-ranking officer. 








Fire- and flood fighting and making necessary repairs on board (usually) a 
hip to minimize damage taken. 
Since a ship is like a huge building, even if the main guns or torpedoes take 
direct hit, it doesn’t mean the whole vessel is instantly a wreck. Critical 
) damage happens when there is water in multiple locations or fires that can 
@ause secondary explosions. For that reason, good damage control is as 
“instrumental to a ship’s survival rate as thick armor. 
Damage control covers a wide range of tasks including keeping the vessel 
) watertight to retain buoyancy, putting out fires and eliminating gas, handling 
“flammables, assisting the injured and repairing anything out of order, 
supplying power, and more. Because buoyancy is a matter of life and death 
on a ship, immediately sealing off damaged areas and stopping any flooding 
is key to maintaining restoring force. For that reason, many warships are 
divided into watertight compartments by bulkheads so flooding can be 
arrested, Additionally, ships carry emergency lumber for patching breaches 
Gfter they have been plugged with blankets or mats. Tension rods are used to 
| Fesist water pressure. 
Fires could have a variety of causes including typical flammable items, 


) Gil ignitions, electrical problems, and so on. A normal fire can be put out 
by pumping water at it, but since that won't work for oil or electrical fires, 
chemical fire extinguishers are also on hand. 


You don’t have to be so stiff 


Es Me cin. “Werdon'tusé tono in the navy.” This reflects Ge 
often different etiquette and customs between the army and navy. As one real- 
world example, in the Imperial Japanese Navy, you would address an officer 
by title or rank, so there was no need to add another term of respect (-tono). 
Additionally, in the army, people tended to refer to themselves as jibun, while 
in the navy, they tended to use “watashi.” (Both are polite ways of saying 
“1,” but the former sounds more formal.) There is no clear explanation as to 
why such a difference in rank consciousness existed between the army and 

J navy, but one possible reason is that in the navy, personnel shared a common 
lestiny) with their ship, so individual ranks were diminished, whereas in the 
army, ranks were more emphasized because that common destiny didn’t 
‘exist. Another theory is that since the army was patterned after Germany’s 
" military, it was stricter, whereas the navy was patterned after Great Britain’s, 
‘making it softer and more gentlemanly. 
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Anti-Air Machine Guns 


Machine guns meant for shooting down planes, mages, and other targets up 
in the air. Since they can’t get the same angles of elevation as anti-air cannons, 
they’re used against relatively low-flying, nearby targets. 

Anti-air machine guns fire at a higher rate than regular machine guns 
and often have multiple barrels to reduce heat buildup—it became common 

| practice to mount two, three, or four together. 


Autocannons 


Like anti-air machine guns, these are for shooting down aerial targets. 

They differ from machine guns in caliber. Depending on the nation and era, 
calibers for machine guns and autocannons vary. For example, in the Imperial 
Japanese Navy, anything over 40 mm was an autocannon and anything below 
that was a machine gun. The Wehrmacht considered anything over 20 mm an 
autocannon. 


Anti-Air Cannons 


Like anti-air machine guns and autocannons, these are for shooting down 
aerial targets. Unlike the previous two, they are built to target fast-moving 
targets at high altitudes, so they have high angles of elevation and can also 
swivel rapidly. They fire high explosives with calibers ranging from 75 mm 
to 128 mm that burst to scatter shrapnel. Initially, the shells were triggered 
by timed fuses that were adjusted per target immediately before firing based 
on estimates of location, altitude, and speed. Later, proximity fuses were 
implemented. Proximity fuses trigger the explosion when the enemy is 
detected nearby, which greatly increases their accuracy. 


Aerial Forces as the Main Power 


It’s a thought that runs counter to the navy’s obsession with big ships with 
big guns and was adapted by many countries after World War II. 
The star of the navy was, for a long time, the warship, and at the beginning 
7 of WWH, many people still believed that decisive naval battles between capital 
Ships. would dictate the outcome. But aerial technology advanced rapidly 
@round the start of the war, and once carrier-borne planes and aerial torpedoes 
were developed, mobile carrier forces had major advantages over fleets with 
Warships at their core. 
Though the power of aerial forces was proven, for many countries, the 
paradigm shift from big ships and guns didn’t go smoothly. Warships and 
commercial vessels were converted into aircraft carriers to ride out shortages. 
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